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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION COUNT THEM IN CAMPAIGN

Summary
This report considers the case for the Council giving formal support to the Royal 
British Legion Count them in Campaign.  It concludes that there is a strong case for 
doing so.  

Background
There is comparatively little reliable information on the numbers of armed forces 
personnel, veterans and their families in areas.  The 2021 Census is a way of 
addressing this gap.  

The preparation for the 2021 Census is well-underway.  Each Census requires 
primary legislation and this is planned for 2019.  There are a large number of 
competing potential questions vying for space.  In the long term, the ONS would like 
to replace the decennial national Census and produce outputs that rely on 
administrative data.

The 2011 Census did not include a question on whether someone has served/is 
serving in the armed forces or whether they are closely related to someone who has.  
The ONS has already considered whether to include a question for 2021. Its 
recommendation is that a question should not be included and that administrative 
data and other sources of information should be explored instead.  

The RBL is not persuaded that the ONS has made the right recommendation and it 
has produced a briefing pack setting out why a question should be included.  
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/media/4351/census_campaign_briefing.pdf.

Enumeration guidance for the 2011 Census states: “Armed forces personnel should 
be counted as usually resident at their permanent or family home even if the majority 
of their time is spent at their ‘working’ address.”  The practical implication of this is 
that some, but not all, of the personnel based at Brawdy are counted as part of our 
resident population.

Our working assumption is that the ONS will adopt a similar position for enumeration 
for the 2021 Census.

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/media/4351/census_campaign_briefing.pdf
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/media/4351/census_campaign_briefing.pdf


 

Support for the RBL Count them in campaign
The accompanying RBL letter gives examples of the wide range of organisations that 
have supported their campaign.  

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that Council supports and promotes the Royal British Legion’s 
call to include a new topic in the 2021 Census that concerns military service and 
membership of the Armed Forces community.

Background papers

Relevant links:
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/a-to-z/a/armed-forces-and-mental-health  
http://www.alabare.co.uk/uploads/Executive_summary_FINAL.pdf 
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/National-Survey-for-Wales/2014-15 .  This 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/location-of-armed-forces-pension-and-
compensation-recipients-2016  
https://www.defencediscountservice.co.uk/ 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/annual-population-survey-uk-armed-forces-
veterans-residing-in-great-britain-2014.  

Royal British Legion Count them in campaign briefing pack.  
Mental Health Foundation.  Armed forces and mental health.  
Research into the housing needs of homeless veterans.  OPM on behalf of Albare.  
National Survey for Wales.  
Location of armed forces pension and compensation recipients: 2016.  
Defence discount service information page.
Annual population survey.  Veterans residing in Great Britain.
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